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Despite attempts by both the South African government and the international community, South 

African Abalone, Haliotis Midae,have been poached to the brink of extinction and fraught with crime 

and even drug activity. By examining the rise of the illegal abalone trade, key actors within it, and 

past South African legislation, this paper will show why policies have failed to protect abalone, and 

even led to an exacerbation of both abalone and social issues. It will then be argued that restructuring 

environmental policies to be more integrative and community-based will result in more effective 

abalone conservation and use. 


